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PLEASE PASS TO WHITE HOUSE 

FROM AMBASSADOR BENNETT 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATO, MPOL 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT S MESSAGE TO ATLANTIC TREATY ASSOCIATION 

1 . AT CLOSE OF SUCCESSFUL ATLANTIC TREATY ASSOCIATION CON- 
FERENCE HERE IN REYKJAVIK, I SHOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY PERSONAL 
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APPRECIATION FOR PRESIDENT CARTER'S MESSAGE TO THE ASSOCI- 
ATION AND FOR EFFORTS IN DEPARTMENT AND WHITE HOUSE THAT 
WENT INTO ITS PREPARATION. PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE WITH ITS 
STRONG AND UNEQUIVOCAL COMMITMENT TO NORTH ATLANTIC COMMUNITY 
AND TO NATO STRATEGY OF FORWARD DEFENSE AND FLEXIBLE 
RESPONSE WAS EASILY THE HIGH POINT OF THE MEETING AND IT IS 
QUOTED PROMINENTLY IN FINAL RESOLUTION OF MEETING. IT 
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BROUGHT AN ENORMOUS LIFT OF SPIRIT TO THESE LONG-TIME 
SUPPORTERS OF NATO FROM THE PRIVATE SECTION OF ALL 15 MEMBER 
COUNTRIES. IN MY OPINION. THIS FIRM AND FORTHRIGHT PRESIDENTIAL 
STATEMENT ACHIEVED PURPOSE OF REASSURING THESE WESTERN 
ALLIES AS TO IMPORTANCE OF NATO TO US FOREIGN POLICY, 

AND SHOULD SERVE TO REINVIGORATE THEIR OWN EFFORTS TO 
STRENGTHEN PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR NATO IN THEIR COUNTRIES. 

2. THE READING IN THE FIRST PLENARY SESSION OF THE PRESI- 
DENT'S LETTER BY THE GERMAN PRESIDENT OF ATA, KARL 
MOMMER BROUGHT LENGTHY APPLAUSE. DELEGATES WERE UNAN- 
IMOUS IN THEIR EXPRESSIONS OF HOPE THAT THE STATEMENT 
WOULD BE GIVEN WIDE PUBLICATION IN ALL MEMBER COUNTRIES 
THE HEAD OF THE FRG DELEGATION. M.P. RICHARD IAEGER, 

ROSE TO HAIL CARTER MESSAGE AND TO UNDERLINE ITS IM- 
PORTANCE IN COUNTERING RECENT NEGATIVE PRESS COMMENTS 
RELATIVE TO US STRAGEGY AND RESOLVE IN EUROPE. HEAD 
OF DANISH DELEGATION TOOK ME ASIDE TO STRESS IMPORTANCE 
OF STATEMENT; HE FORESAW ITS CONTINUING USEFULNESS IN 
DENMARK IN COMBATTING ANTI-NATO ELEMENTS AND IN REASSURING 
THOSE WHO HAD BEEN DISHEARTENED BY RECENT UNFAVORABLE 
PRESS. THIS WAS COMMON THEME AMONG DELEGATE COMMENTS. 

3. NOT LEAST, THIS EVIDENCE OF SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT 
TO NATO WAS GREATLY HEARTENING TO US DELEGATION, SOME 
OF WHOM SUCH AS GENE ROSTOW, TED ACHILLES AND FRAN 
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WILCOX HAVE BEEN LABORING IN NATO VINEYARD FOR ALMOST 
THREE DECADES. THEY FELT SUSTAINED BY THEIR GOVERNMENT. 

4. ANOTHER HIGH POINT OF MEETING WAS THE APPEARANCE 
FOR THE FIRST TIME AT AN ATA MEETING OF A 

SPANISH REPRESENTATIVE. ATA LEADERSHIP HAD SENT 
INVITATIONS TO SPANISH DEMOCRATIC PARTIES TO BE REPRE- 
SENTED BY OBSERVERS, AND ONE MEMBER OF CORTES DE 
MORA, ATTENDED. HE WAS GREETED EMOTIONALLY IN PLENARY 
SESSION BY PRESIDENT MOMMER, WHO DESCRIBED OCCASION 
AS "AN HISTORIC MOMENT IN NORTH ATLANTIC COMMUNITY," 

AND HE WAS WARMLY RECEIVED EVERYWHERE. MOMMER EXPLAINED 
ATTENDANCE BY ONLY ONE SPANISH REPRESENTATIVE BY 
SAYING THAT INVITATIONS TO SPAIN WERE LATE IN GOING 
OUT; HE HOPES FOR LARGER SPANISH PARTICIPATION NEXT 
TIME. 
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5. OTHER DEVELOPMENTS WORTHY OF MENTION IN THIS 

BRIEF PERSONAL SUMMARY WERE STATEMENTS IN SUPPORT OF PRESENT'S 

STAND 

ON HUMAND RIGHTS BY SECRETARY GENERAL LUNS IN 

HIS OPENING ADDRESS AND BH NUMEROUS OTHER DELEGATES. A 

PASSAGE IN THE FINAL RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE MEETING 
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EMPHASIZES "THE NEED TO UPHOLD AND PROTECT HUMAN 
RIGHTS AS A FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE.” SECGENERAL LUNS 
ALSO TOUTLY DEFENDED THE NEUTRON BOMB AS REDUCING 
THE RISK TO CIVILIAN POPULATIONS IN EVENT OF WAR. 

HEAD OF GERMAN DELEGATION ALSO SPOKE OUT VIGOROUSLY 
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TO SUPPORT CONCEPT OF NEUTRON BOMB. 

6. BOTH GREEK AND TIRKISH DELEGATIONS ACTED WITH 

MORE THAN USUAL RESTRAINT IN THEIR DISPUTES AND FINAL 
RESOLUTION LANGUAGE 

REFLECTS THAT. MEMBERS OF US 
DELEGATION AR ANXIOIS TO BE HELPFUL IN PERSUADING 
US CONGRESS TO MOVE ON TURKISH MILITARY AID AND WILL 

PERHAPS BE APPROACHING DEPARTMENT IN THIS CONNCTION.; 

BLAKE 
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